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FOREWORD

his publication records the proceedings of the second Furnace Tapping Conference,
Furnace Tapping 2018, held in Skukuza, South Africa from 14—17 October 2018.

Tapping into the energy and enthusiasm created in 2014, the Southern African Institute
of Mining and Metallurgy proudly brings you Furnace Tapping 2018.

| would like to welcome you to a learning experience that the committee and sponsors
put together with great dedication and hard work, while having lots of fun at the same time.
We are privileged to bring you two keynote speakers with interesting perspectives on the
tapping process and a range of peer-reviewed papers that address operational, research
and development, and engineering perspectives. Our exhibitions allow for informal
discussions around the products and services on offer. At the workshop we plan to identify
ideas for future work in the field, and the post-conference tours offer you the opportunity to
visit the largest platinum smelter in the world or try your hand at lancing.

In the words of Oriah Mountain Dreamer, | invite you to stand in the centre of the fire
with me so that we can engage with furnace tapping once again. Let us discuss how we
live with failure, how we get up after the night of grief and despair, and do what needs to
be done. That we can see Beauty even when it is not pretty every day and, most of all that
we can share in the adventure of being alive!

(Words in italics from the poem The Invitation, by Oriah Mountain Dreamer, published
in her book with the same name).

Joalet D. Steenkamp
Chairperson, Organizing Committee
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