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Abstract

This review paper gives a brief history of the developments in environmental
managfﬁénet in the mining industry in South Africa, from the environmentally
unfriendly, reactive approach of the past to the pro-active role played by the

industry today.

It then explains the concept of an environmental management programme, based on
self regulation, and how this is being implemented in practice for existing and new
mining ventures. Emphasis is placed on the water management aspects. Finslly, a
pragmatic opinion is presented about how the environmental momentum of the early
1990's should be focused into the future, via the mechanism of resource economics,

to ensure much needed, but sustainable, mining development.






