
Full Name: Michael Henry SOLOMON

Position: Senior Associate, Raw Materials Group,
Stockholm

Date and place of birth:
Stilfontein, 19 September, 1952

Qualifications:
BSc (Eng) Mining (University of the Witwatersrand)
MDP (Mining) (University of South Africa)
Mine Managers certificate of Competency (Metalliferous)

Brief career history:
Michael is a Fellow of the South African Institute of Mining and Metallurgy and of the
Institute of Quarrying.

He has 31 years professional experience as a practicing engineer within the mining
industry in many commodities including gold, platinum, diamonds and base metals as a
mining engineer and mine manager, and some 17 years in the consulting engineering
environment as a Senior Mining Engineer with SRK Consulting and Principle Mining
Engineer with EL Bateman and The Mineral Corporation.

During the political transition in South Africa in 1992-1994, he was a member of the
African National Congress Minerals and Energy Group, and participated in the development
of transformation strategies for the South African mining industry and the consequent
drafting of the ANC minerals policy. This policy formed the basis of the country’s current
Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act.  After the 1994 elections he was a
founder member of the Minerals and Energy Policy Centre where he served as Senior
Policy Analyst and Head of Minerals Policy.  

He has subsequently served as an advisor to labour, a number of African governments
and multinational organisations, including UNCTAD, the EU and the World Economic Forum
and was the mining expert on South Africa’s Water Advisory Council. n 2007 he was voted
into sixth place of the top 10 South African Business Leaders by a panel consisting of the
University of Cape Town Business School, the South African Institute of Directors, the
Afrikaanse Handels Instituut and Business Report  

At the end of 2010 he retired from Wesizwe Platinum Limited (listed on the
Johannesburg Stock Exchange ) where he had served as Chief Executive Officer  for six
years, taking the company from first exploration through to capital construction. 

He currently serves as a Senior Associate of the Raw Materials Group in Stockholm, is a
guest lecturer at the University of Witwatersrand, Department of Mining Engineering,
Gordon Institute of Business Studies (GIBS) at the University of Pretoria and is and
Honourary Lecturer at the Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mining Law and Policy at the
University of Dundee in Scotland. He is the only South African member of the World
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Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on the Future of Metals and Mining.

Interaction/activities that you take part in within the SAIMM:
Chairman of the Mineral Economics Committee

What do you foresee yourself contributing to within the SAIMM?:
As can be seen from my profile I have a fairly unique career path that has spanned
production mining, consulting engineering and policy development. As I born into the
mining industry I have not only managed mines and developed a large listed mining
company from scratch, I have served as an advisor to mining companies, labour, several
Governments and many multilateral organisations. Having played an integral part in the
development of South Africa’s minerals policy which developed into the Minerals and
Petroleum Development Act. I therefore bring to the Council a depth of experience that is
both cross sectoral and balanced with respect to the perspectives of its diverse and
complex group of stakeholders.

As mining in Africa becomes increasingly economically and politically complex , I
believe that the Institute has a critical role as a professional, non-partisan organisation in
influencing the debates affecting the industry.  In equipping its membership to face the
challenges for what is to be a different and volatile playing field for African mining with a
new set of rules, the Institute will contribute materially towards ensuring a stable, resilient
and relevant mining sector.  

By being on Council I believe I not only bring a different level of experience to the body,
but will assist in keeping contribution of the Institute pertinent in current debates affecting
the industry and in ensuring that remains a significant player in the development and
defence of the industry.

Other information the members should know:
Flying aeroplanes and bonding with my sheep on a wheat farm near Cape Town keep me
sane. Married, one son who was a Rhodes Scholar and has a PhD from Oxford.


