Proceedings

OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING

The October General Meeting of the Institute was
held in Kelvin House, Johannesburg, on Wednesday, 21st
October, 1970, at 4.30 p.m.

V. C. Robinson (President) was in the chair.

There were also present 25 Fellows, including J. K. E.
Douglas, Prof D. D. Howat, D. G. Maxwell, Dr R. E.
Robinson, P. A. von Wielligh (Council Members).
D. Ayres, G. Burrow, E. H. D. Carman, D. L. Carson,
M. E. E. Douglas, S. A. Finney, W. R. Flook,
A. J. Freemantle, W. A. Gilbert, E. B. Gordon, B. W.
Gray, J. M. Jacobs, P. H. Kitto, C. H. Kruger, Dr
P.J. D. Lloyd, D. G. Malan, W. Pilkington, W. G. Pyne-
Mercier, K. S. Rae, W. T. Ruhmer, D. J. Tutt and
D. T. Watt.

Seven Members, including E. J. Dominy, S. I. du
Preez, L. V. Grobler, D. R. Lings, G. D. Louw, J. S. A.
Oeclofse and O. B. Prentis.

Fifteen Visitors, including J. R. Coppin, Dr A. Faure,
P. E. Franzl, G. P. Hart, D. van Heerden, A. W. Hunt,
A. R. F. MacDonald, B. G. Meyburgh, P. H. Radcliffe,
J. M. Shirley, T. H. Tunley, A. D. Vellema and R. E.
Wheeler.

Secretary, D. C. Visser.

Total present: 49.

OBITUARIES

The President: “It is my sad duty to announce the death
of the following:

Sir George Arthur Davenport, Honorary Life Fellow,
who joined the Institute in 1930 and passed away on 17th
September, 1970. The late Sir George was also, for many
years, our corresponding member for Rhodesia.

Andrew Malcolm Carmichael, Associate, who joined
the Institute in 1944 and passed away on 22nd August,
1970.

Cyril John Douglas Veal, Life Fellow, who joined the
Institute in 1929 and passed away on 27th August, 1970.

As a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased
and in sympathy with the bereaved I would ask you all
to rise and observe a few moments’ silence.”

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The President: “May we confirm the minutes of the
Annual General Meeting held on 26th August, 1970, and
the minutes of the monthly general meetings which were
held on the 20th of May and the 17th of June, 1970, as
published in the August Journal.”

Agreed.
MEMBERSHIP

The President: “1 have much pleasure in announcing
that the names of the undermentioned candidates, having
been published in accordance with By-Law 5.2.2., Council
has elected them to membership of the Institute in the
following grades:

Members: Nikolaos Lalakakis, Gordon Phillips Rundle.

Associates: Henry du Preez, James Robert Forbes, Johannes
Stephanus Albertus Oelofse, Casper Vorster van Heerden.
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Graduates: Michael Harold Crosbie, Graham Robert Wallis
Walker, Gary Walker Braithwaite.

Students: Mohammad Ali Kazemzadeh, Gerhardus Petrus Benade.

APPLICATIONS FOR TRANSFER

From Graduate to Member: James Wormald.
From Student to Graduate: Peter John Cook, Picter Willem Greeff.

“I welcome the newly elected members to the Institute
and congratulate the members who have been transferred
to a higher grade.”

PAPER FOR PRESENTATION

The President: “This paper is entitled ‘The Design,
Erection and Operation of a Purlex Plant at Buffels-
fontein Gold Mining Company Limited’. It is presented to
the Institute by Mr B. G. Meyburgh, a visitor to our
Institute. He is a graduate of the University of the Orange
Free State and is the Uranium Plant Superintendent at
Buffelsfontein and he, therefore, is in a very strong
position to describe this very excellent job which is being
done as he has been associated with this plant from the
inception.”

After the presentation of the paper the President
said: “Gentlemen, the paper you've heard from Mr
Meyburgh is a very concise and interesting account of an
important piece of work, and I think the title is so com-
pletely descriptive of the subject, which is admirably set
out in the paper which you have heard. You probably
haven’t all had the opportunity of reading it, but you
very soon will.

I found it interesting to note that the results predicted
were surpassed in the operation of the plant to date. The
actual results obtained are significantly good, I think.
Any process which, in this country, increases production
and decreases costs, is to be welcomed, particularly when
it is so necessary for South Africa almost to bend over
backwards to utilise every avenue available in order to
increase the scope of the production for overseas’ markets,
of her metallurgical and mineral potential.

In lighter vein—and there is no reason why we should
always be so serious—I am glad to see that, in a scientific
journal like this, such words as the American word ‘crud’,
which I have been picked out about so often, because my
grandchildren use it, is now given an aura of respect-
ability.

Thank you very much, Mr Meyburgh, for an interesting
paper. We have a long list of contributors, and I am not
going to waste any more time. I am going to call on Mr
Tunley of the N.I.M. for the first contribution.”

T. H. Tunley, P. de Bruyn (read by A. D. Vellema),
E. J. Dominy, E. H. D. Carman, A. R. F. MacDonald,
D. C. Streicher (read by P. H. Radcliff ), Dr A. Faure and
Dr P. J. D. Lloyd then contributed to the discussion.
(This discussion will appear in a later issue of the Journal.)

The President: “I wish to thank members and visitors
for their attendance, and now declare the meeting closed.”

The meeting closed at 6.05 p.m.
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