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SPOTLIGHT
on underground drilling and blasting
by R.W.O. KERSTEN*
The main objective of The South African Institute of
Mining and Metallurgy is to identify the needs of the
mineral and metals sector of the South African economy,
and to initiate the means by which the requirements for
technology and scientific knowledge can be satisfied.
To achieve this, the Institute organizes schools to promote technology transfer and to satisfy the needs of its
members for continuing education by the exchange of
technical information, the communication of ideas, and
the identification of technological problem areas.

Planning and Organization
It was decided that two schools would be held on drilling and blasting: one in Johannesburg on drilling and
blasting in the underground situation during the week of
the 10th to the 14th February, 1986, and the other in
Pretoria on drilling and blasting in surface mining during the following week.
Early in 1985, the chairman of a technical subcommittee was appointed, and reports on progress were received. However, in October 1985, when nothing of
consequence had been organized, a decision had to be
taken as to whether the schools should go ahead. The
newly founded interest group on opencast mining in
Pretoria considered the situation and recommended that
the school on drilling and blasting in opencast mines
should be delayed until 9th to 13th June, 1986.
After some deliberation, it was decided that the
underground school should be held as planned. Under
the active promotion of Alec Budavari and Gordon
Mosenthal, the organization was put into top gear,
resulting in the timeous preparation and organization of
the required lecture notes, venue, etc.
School on Underground Drilling and Blasting
The school was duly opened by Mr H.E. James on 10th
February, and the lectures and visits were attended by
71 delegates.
The highlights of the school were the cocktail party and
the dinner, which was attended by leading personalities
in the mining industries. The accompanying photographs
show that the occasion was enjoyed by all in the traditional manner.
It is interesting to note that 38 of the attendees were
not members of the Institute. As the non-members pay
more, this gladdened
the hearts of the more
materialistically inclined committee members, but it also
points to the fact that the Institute should re-assess its
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membership policy. This is actively being done, and
recommendations will be published shortly.
Questionnaires
It is customary to distribute questionnaires to attendees
to ascertain whether there are any deficiencies in the
organization, content, venue, etc., and it was gratifying
to find that 48 of the attendees completed and returned
them. There was even one request for a more detailed
questionnaire!
It often happens with this type of questionnaire that
the responses are filed away and nothing further is done
about them. However, in this instance the replies were
analysed and show the following.
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By the nature of the work, especially drilling in the
underground situation, miners are hard of hearing,
and with the acoustics of the venue poor, 70 of the
attendees commented on this fact.
With some of the lecturers not used to this type of
exposure, combined with poor microphone facilities,
comments were forthcoming on the quality of some
of the lecturers. From this it is concluded that the lecturers for schools should be exposed to more formal
preschool instruction and training, as well as to more
rigid selection. The latter is preferable, but unfortunately the source is limited.
It was highlighted that the Institute, in their brochures
detailing forthcoming schools, should be very specific
as to the level of education required of the audience,
since a high percentage of the attendees either found
the lectures too theoretical or at too Iowa level.
It was obvious, as it was from the last mining school,
that workshops and case studies are very popular
means of illustrating the usefulness of the concepts
discussed.
Irrespective of the negative comments, 96 per cent of
the attendees thought that they had received value for
the money spent, and that the school should be
repeated in about four years time in a form that would
avoid the deficiencies mentioned above. In addition,
useful suggestions (17 in all) were made about topics
for future schools.

Congratulations
I congratulate the organizers and contributors of the
school and all who contributed to it. In the short time
at their disposal, they organized a school that proved
useful to the industry. If the organizers of the school on
surface drilling and blasting that is to be held in Pretoria
during the week of 9th to 13th June, 1986, incorporate
the experiences of this school in their planning, the school
can only prove to be a great success.
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Allthe photographs accompanying this Spotlight, were taken during the course of the School on Underground Drilling and Blasting,
which was held in Johannesburg from 10th to 14th February, 1986. The photographs were taken by Carlos Pais, and the captions
read from left to right.

Mr D.A. Scott (Ingersoll Rand), Mr
P. Gush (Anglo American Corp.), Mr
H.E. James (Mintek and President
of the Institute), Prof. S. Budavari
(University of the Witwatersrand),
Mr C.T. Fenton (Gold Fields), Mr D.
Morris (Government Mining Engi.
neer's office), and Mr G. Tainton
(University of the Witwatersrand)

Mr P .G. Coetzee (Gefco) and Mr S.B.
Middleton (Southern Explosives)

Mr C.A.F. Sweet (De Beers
Premier) and Mr S.B. McGimpsey (Vaal Reefs)
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Mr D.A. Henman
(President Brand),
with Messrs Hunt
Davies, M. Woodhal, T.G.T. Botha,
and R. Goundry (all
of Vaal Reefs)

Mrs Pat Jaeobs (SAIMM), Mr H. Seo"Russell (JCI), and Mr T. Wallaee (Seeo)

Mr J.D. Gow (BCL,
Botswana), Mr C.
Bessinger (Rash
Pinah Iseor), and
Mr M. Whitaker
(BCL, Botswana)
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Mr B. Leach
(Sasol), Mr P.R.
Wheeler (JCI), Mr
G. Lee (Gencor),
and Mr A. Germond
(IPL Wildebeest
South Mine)

Mr P. Everitt
(African Associated
Mines), Mr J.R.
Brinkman (Chamber
of Mines Research
Organization), Mr
C.V.B. Cunningham
(AECI), and Mr B.N.
Whewell (Shabani
and Mashaba
Mines)

Messrs G.H.
Brinch, C. Badenhorst, and V.J.
Solomon (all of
Buffelsfontein Gold
Mine), and Mr W.A.
Wood (Impala
Platinum)

220

JUNE 1986

JOURNAL OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF MINING AND METALLURGY

Messrs

R. Playle

and C. Cunningham
(AECI), and Mr D.A.
Sco" (Ingersoll
Rand)

Mr G. Burgess (F.
Dupre) and Mr E.G.
de Villiers
(Rooiberg Tin)

Mr G. Vos (Ingersoll Rand)
and Professor N.C. Joughin
(Chamber of Mines Research
Organization)
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