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The intensified search over the past
decade for alternatives to fossil-fuels as
stores of energy has led to an exponential
growth in the demand for batteries and
research into battery technologies. The
largest application by far has been in
transportation, followed by electrical
distribution grids.
Of the raw materials required for battery
manufacture, metals such as cobalt,
manganese and vanadium are highly
concentrated in southern Africa. The
supply of lithium, on the other hand,
is concentrated in Australia, Chile and
Argentine.
These activities have created both
opportunities and challenges.
Opportunities such as new value chains
for the associated raw materials, with
several production companies with battery-

material metals in their plant feedstocks
undertaking research towards producing
battery-grade products. And challenges
such as the means for recycling these
batteries once they reach the end of their
(first) life.

The aim of this conference is to provide
the opportunity for thought leaders in the
global battery value chain to exchange
ideas on recent developments in the fields
of:
•

Materials and high-purity intermediates
for battery components

•

Flow-battery electrolytes

•

Processes for the recycling of batteries

•

Market outlook and legislative
implications

•

Related case studies.
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An even sharper focus can be provided by
addressing the following questions and
hypotheses:
•

Will future battery developments and
applications in southern Africa centre
more around bulk energy storage by
drawing on regional metal resources
and addressing local bulk energy
shortages?

•

Will lithium-ion batteries continue to
dominate most battery applications,
with other battery technologies serving
only niche applications?

•

What (exactly) are the criteria and
specifications for battery materials,
intermediates and electrolytes required
to achieve the envisaged performance
and life of the batteries?
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CALL FOR PAPERS/
PRESENTATIONS
The Conference is being organised by the
Southern African Institute of Mining and
Metallurgy, and individuals are invited to
submit papers or presentations for the
Conference. Titles and short abstracts (no
more than 500 words) on any relevant
subject should be submitted in English to:
Conference Co-Ordinator, Gugu Charlie
Enquiries may be made at:
Tel: +27 11 834-1273/7
E-mail: gugu@saimm.co.za
website: www.saimm.co.za

KEY DATES
28 February 2022 Submission of abstracts
14 March 2022 Acceptance of abstracts
18 April 2022 Submission of papers
24-25 August 2022 Conference
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