
ABOUT THE BOOK
The Chamber of Mines Research Organization (COMRO) was active for nearly 30 years, and developed a great many 
technologies benefitting the industry. It would be impossible to discuss all of these in detail – some selectivity was inevitable, 
and I have homed in on those that had (or in some instances should have had) the greatest impact on the development of 
improved methods for the mining of gold at great depths.
As the book is an anthology, it is only as good as the technological, personal accounts, and related people stories provided by 
the contributors, and I am extremely grateful to those who participated. Many of them indicated that their time with COMRO 
was possibly the most rewarding and satisfying period of their professional careers. 
This book is the  story of their achievements, peppered with personal anecdotes, and which hopefully will be of interest 
not only to those involved with COMRO’s research programmes and those who benefitted, but also anyone planning on 
improving current mining operations or restarting this type of research in future.
No biography – and certainly no anthology – can be complete, but I trust that the activities, events, and stories recounted here 
are representative of COMRO’s programme of R&D to improve productivity and the health and safety of its workforce.
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